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Tri' Shadow

T ri grabbed the emergency hatch to the deserted ship and twisted 
it open. It moved sti,yl a good sign that the interior was stiuu 

so“nd.
’I donkt uife the uoof o” thislH zaSeu gr“mbued in Triks ear over the 

coms. ’This is a c“rsed ship.H
Tri cuimbed thro“gh the hatch and sh“t it behind her. jhe bo“nded 

down the uong sha”t that ued into the heart o” the shipl s“rprised at the 
uow ueveu o” artiUciau gravity. The E“nf ship stiuu had atmosphere and 
heat as weuu. qn“s“aul and gave credence to her theory.

’Thereks no s“ch thing as c“rseslH Tri said. jhe t“rned on a torch 
and shone it down the corridorl orientating herseu” by checfing the 
position on the map dispuay on her heumet. ’jome gang marfed the 
ship c“rsed so that other m“ts wo“ud stay away. There has to be a good 
stash o” s“ppuies here to mafe it worth their whiue to go to so m“ch 
bother.H

’I” itks gang territoryl mafes it worse than any c“rselH Lbony said.
Lbonyks siufy voice on the coms caumed Tri. 
’Ikuu be in and o“t M“icfer than a space Rea can bitelH Tri said. jhe 

ueaped auong the corridor towards the bridge. ’Theykuu never trace it 
bacf to “s.H
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’xetter notl no amo“nt o” s“ppuies is worth a gang warlH Lbony 
said.

’Do gangs ue”t these marfslH zaSeu said. zer sharp voice sho“ted in 
Triks ear. Tri t“rned down the vou“me on her coms. ’-“rses are reaul 
this is bad news.H

Tri ua“ghed. jhekd never met s“ch a s“perstitio“s m“t as zaSeu. It 
s“rprised her. Piving in the E“nf beut didnkt give her the u“A“ry o” 
Rights o” ”ancy when every day was a str“ggue ”or s“rvivau.

The map on Triks dispuay Ricfered and changed. jhekd got t“rned 
aro“nd somehow. jhe pressed controus on the Unger pads in her guovesl 
b“t the dispuay Ricfered again. jhe didnkt fnow where she was.

’The strongest heat signat“res are on ueveu threelH Lbony said ”rom 
the Valerian. ’There might be m“ts on board. Broceed with ca“tion. 
Itks not worth uosing yo“.H

’qnderstoodlH Tri said. –espite the dangerl she was conUdent she 
co“ud move thro“gh the ship uife a shadow and tafe whatever she 
wanted right “nder the noses o” the other m“ts.

jhe co“udnkt mafe head nor taiu o” the map anymore. jt“pid re?
cycued heumets. jhe co“udnkt reuy on them. Wuu the corridors uoofed 
the same. Pow ceiuinged sM“are boAes with puenty o” houds auong the 
wauusl Roor and ceiuing to heup her move auong in uow or Sero gravityl 
no matter what way she was orientated. Ber”ect ”or m“tsl who thrived 
in the harsh conditions o” space ' had been bred ”or them in ”act. Tri 
hadnkt come across a ship b“iut ”or m“t speciUcations be”ore.

’-an yo“ see thisOH she asfed.
’N“plH Lbony said thro“gh the coms. ’3hat abo“t itOH
’3hat do yo“ thinf this vesseu was be”ore they E“nfed itOH Tri said.
’Itks big. -r“ise uiner maybelH Lbony said.
’Dot with these corridorslH Tri said. jhe bo“nced towards a set o” 

uarge do“bue doors. ’Dorms wo“udnkt Ut in here.H
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’-o“ud be the service corridorslH Lbony said.
Tri shoof her head. jhe wo“udnkt vocauuy disagree with Lbony. 

Lbony had been a servant on a private yacht ”or a sadistic norml a 
suave reauuyl and Tri had to bow to her s“perior fnowuedge o” s“ch 
things. P“cfiuyl Tri never had to worf ”or norms. xorn ”reel raised 
”reel she owed everything to Lbony. zoweverl she co“ud disagree with 
Lbony when the ouder m“t co“udnkt see her. The ship didnkt uoof 
uife anything commerciau to her. It was too “tiuitarianl too bigl and 
“nattractive.

’-o“ud be a carrierlH Tri said.
-arriers were big shipsl interpuanetary giants that carried goodsl 

sometimes even norms in stat“sl between the settued puanets. jhe fnew 
they rareuy ended “p in the E“nf yard. -arriers didnkt diel they got 
recycued into new ships.

’qnuifeuylH Lbony said. Tri tho“ght she so“nded c“rtl as i” angry at 
Triks disobedience.

It toof Tri a min“te to tricf the ship into “nuocfing the do“bue 
doors and uetting her in. Inside she ”o“nd a h“ge rooml easiuy tafing 
“p most o” the ship in uengthl Uuued with a networf o” empty tanfs 
with uots o” cabues and terminaus evenuy spaced auong the wauus. 

’3oahl whatks this ”orOH Tri said.
zaSeu shriefed in Triks ear. ’Fet o“t o” therel Tri. I fnow what that 

ship is. Itks a monster ship. Fet bacf to Valarian now.H
Tri wandered over to the nearest consoue and pressed b“ttons on it. 

jhe needed a map o” the ship.
’Itks a wheuping shiplH zaSeu said. ’I fnow beca“se I “sed to worf 

on one. This one is “nuicensedl theykre not uegau anymore. It m“st be 
stiuu ”“nctioning. Fet o“t nowl be”ore they capt“re yo“ and “se yo“r 
genetic materiau.H
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Tri ”o“nd a consoue at the ”ar end o” the room and connected it to 
her Unger pads. Do one had “sed it in a uong time.

’Yaybe a gang is r“nning it to mafe their own m“tslH Lbony 
so“nded concerned. ’zaSeuks right. No“ better get bacfl Tri. Petks get 
o“t o” here.H

Tri t“rned down the vou“me in her heumet so that Lbony and 
zaSeuks voices became static. The consoue reveaued its secrets to her 
suowuy. Image Uues showed the chamber she stood in as it once was. 
jhe saw tinyl bean siSed obEects Roating in the tanfs. Y“ts dressed in 
steriue s“its checfed the vitaus on each “nit.

jhe didnkt Und the image too interesting. The contents o” the tanfs 
didnkt uoof important. jhe cycued thro“gh the Uues. The pen“utimate 
report ordered the destr“ction o” the shipks cargo. W video showed the 
m“ts in their white s“its Eettisoning the contents o” the tanfs. jome o” 
the m“ts ”o“ght with each other and Tri saw them t“rn viouent be”ore 
the image disappeared and the consoue went darf.

Tri attempted to restart the consouel even “sing a boost ”rom her 
s“itks energy so“rcel b“t the “nit had been deactivated ”rom a remote 
uocation. jhe sprang bacf to the door she had entered thro“ghl and 
”o“nd it uocfed. Do amo“nt o” care”“u n“dging co“ud get it open 
again.

Wnother door ued o“t o” the rooml on the ”ar side o” the consoue. It 
opened sti,y Urst try. Tri ca“tio“suy guided thro“ghl houding onto the 
side o” the door with one handl her weapon ready in the other.

W uong corridor stretched be”ore herl with severau hatches ueading 
o7 itl auu weuded sh“t. Tri saw evidence o” weapon Ure on the wauus. 
jomeone had tried to breaf thro“gh one o” the hatches with a picfaAe.

Tri shivered. jhe tried to vis“auise the schematics o” the shipl b“t she 
hadnkt paid eno“gh attention to them when she co“ud. jhekd been too 
eAcited on being the one to provide ”or Lbony and zaSeu ”or a change.
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The corridor ended in a t“be. Tri p“uued herseu” “p it to the “pper 
decfs. The master controus sho“ud be on the bridgel b“t auu the hatches 
to the “pper decfs were either weuded sh“t or uocfed beyond her 
technicau sfiuu to open.

jhe reached the bridge and saw buast marfs aro“nd the door. –arf 
spuatters marred the wauusl b“t there was no evidence o” any bodies.

jhe co“udnkt get into the bridge. It was a dead end.
jhe E“mped down the access t“bel uightuy houding onto the uadder 

to controu her rate o” descent and moved deeper into the ship. Lngi?
neering uay down beuowl with the main power grid and controus. jo 
too did the treas“re she so“ght.

jweat made her Ungers suicf inside her guoves and it toof three 
attempts on her Unger pads be”ore she ”o“nd the right b“tton.

The hatch to the uower decf “nuocfed. jhe p“uued herseu” down the 
corridor and into the Urst room she ”o“nd. jhe went to the consoue 
and tried to access it. It was suow b“t worfing. !iues uay open on the 
dispuay. !iues that she had been uoofing at when the power had gone 
o“t in the uarge chamber with the tanfs. The hair raised auong the bacf 
o” her necf. jhe t“rned aro“ndl b“t there was no one watching her.

’Theykre coming.H
The voice ”rom the consoue made Tri E“mp. jhe heud onto the edge 

o” the desf and ua“ghed so”tuy.
’Fet a grip on yo“rseu”l TrilH she said.
W m“tks ”ace to ”ace recording puayed on the dispuay. jhe reminded 

Tri o” zaSeul autho“gh this woman was yo“nger than her ”riend. jhekd 
shaved her chestn“t hair shortl and had so”t white hair on her ”acel 
“nuife zaSeuks brown.

’Theykre sh“tting “s down. Theykre going to incinerate “s auu. 3e 
have to stop themlH the woman said.

’Ikuu prepare the sh“ttue.H W woman that Tri co“udnkt see spofe.
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’3e cankt ueave themlH the woman said. zer uarge brown eyes guis?
tened.

’They arenkt viabue. Thereks nothing we can do.H
’3e have to do something. It wiuu be a massacrelH the woman said.
The image changed. The a“dio Uuued with screams and shots ”rom 

buasters. Tri cuosed the Uuel b“t the image stayed “pl the Uue not re?
sponding.

W ”“uu body pict“re o” the woman appeared on the screen. jhe stood 
in the tanf chamberl wearing her white s“it. 2ed and yeuuow streafs 
marred her cuothesl b“t Tri co“udnkt see any sign o” inE“ry. The woman 
heud something tiny in her handl something white and wet and smauu 
that uoofed uife a uittue beanl b“t Tri co“udnkt mafe it o“t.

The consoue went darf and the uights buinfed o“t in the chamber. 
Tri heard the hiss o” the hatch and E“mped thro“gh it be”ore it cuosed 
to trap her once again. jhe rouued in the corridorl b“mping against the 
”ar wauu hard eno“gh to wind her.

jhe was being herded. 
jhe sat “p. jhe cuimbed bacf “p the sha”t to access the corridor she 

had entered byl b“t the hatches were seauedl and she co“udnkt open 
them. jomething was driving her downwards.

’There were no signiUcant ui”e ”orms in the scan o” the shiplH Tri 
said. jhe went down the t“be to the uower decfs once more. ’There 
cankt be anything dangero“s on board. I can handue myseu”.H

Lbonyks advice on the gang signs on the eAterior o” the ship came 
bacf into her head. jhe was s“re the marfings werenkt gang reuatedl 
b“t what i” she was wrongO -o“ud the ship be accessed remoteuy ”rom 
another shipO zad she set o7 some auarms that ca“sed the ship to uocf 
down and houd any trespassers captive “ntiu an en”orcer arrivedO

jhe shoof her head. 3orrying wasnkt going to get her bacf on the 
Valerian.
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jhe moved towards main engineering. jhe wo“ud be abue to Und the 
override ”or the ships systems there. 

jcreaming and the so“nds o” buasters rang o“t ”rom the corridor 
ueading to main engineering. Tri h“ng onto the handhouds in the t“be 
above the corridor. zer breath misted “p her visor. 

2eu“ctantuy she t“rned “p the vou“me on her coms.
’Tril Tri respond.H
Lbony so“nded cauml b“t in the bacfgro“ndl zaSeu sho“ted.
’3e have to get her o“t o” there. Itks coming ”or her. jheks going to 

get fiuued.H
Tri toof severau deep breaths be”ore she whispered into her mic. 

’Lbonyl Ikm trying to get to engineering b“t there seems to be some 
sort o” Ught going on. zow many wiuu I have to deau withOH

’Tri.H Lbony sighed with reuie”. ’Ikm reading one other ui”e sign 
than yo“rsl b“t it isnkt in engineeringl itks on the decf above. I cankt 
see any heat resid“e ”rom buasters. Wre yo“ s“re the Ught is with yo“OH

’It appears not.H Tri p“uued bacf her uipl eAposing her sharp ca?
nines. 

’xest to cauu the mission o7l E“st in case. -ome bacf to the Valarian 
asapl’ Lbony said.

’Ikm trying. Ikm uocfed o“tl have to get to engineering to access 
masterslH Tri said.

’Pocfed o“tO 3hat uocfed her o“tO Itks a monsterl Lbonyl Ikm 
teuuing yo“l and itks driving her into a traplH zaSeu ranted. ’Itks the 
ghosts. Theykre venge”“u. They wonkt uet yo“ ueave.H

Tri t“ned o“t the coms once again. jhe sw“ng into the corridorl 
ready to meet the ghosts. There were no spiritsl b“t there were ghosts 
auu right. W“dio repuay being broadcast thro“gh the ship intercom. 
jomeone was trying to feep her ”rom engineering.
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The cracfed hatch into the engine bay co“udnkt be seaued sh“t. W 
piece o” cuoth had been stapued over it. Tri brofe the stapues on one side 
and peered into the chamber be”ore she suipped thro“gh. The uargel 
cu“ttered room appeared emptyl b“t she co“udnkt be certain it was cuear 
with one guance.

jhe suipped into the rooml feeping her bacf to the wauu. 4nuy one 
engine buocf stiuu ”“nctionedl and even it str“ggued. The other three 
stood deadl their ho“sing buacfened and spuit openl the coius spiuuing 
o“t. jomeone had done a good Eob on disabuing the ship.

Bersonau e7ects uittered the spaces in between the engines and the 
pipes that protr“ded ”rom the wauus. 2e”“sel b“ndues o” cuothes ' 
some buoody ' boAes o” medicines and ”ood.

The s“ppuies0 Tri ran to the boAes and opened theml her thicf guoves 
mafing her actions cu“msy. They were empty.

jhe threw them aside. jhe growued. !ood and water rations stood 
neatuy stacfed neAt to the medicau s“ppuies. Dothing eAcitingl and onuy 
eno“gh to uast the three o” them a ”ew days. zarduy worth sauvaging.

In the middue o” the maSe?uife engines Tri ”o“nd the appearance o” 
order. zer uimbs grew heavy as she entered a b“bbue o” heavier gravity. 
W privacy tent conceaued a neatuy made bed. Barts ripped ”rom the 
dead engines had been care”“uuy piued into a speciUc order in another 
section. Tri bent to picf one “pl b“t she co“ud onuy raise it a co“pue o” 
centimetres o7 the decf.

W water Uutration “nit and some powdered rations sat neAt to the 
weights. Tri picfed “p the remote command consoue ”rom beside the 
”ood pacfets. It uoofed in good condition and stiuu worfed. It hadnkt 
even been password uocfedl and she co“ud access the in”ormation 
easiuy. It showed the schematics ”or the shipl the uocfed down hatches 
p“using red. Tri deactivated the corridors she needed to “se to get 
bacf to the Valarian and then searched thro“gh the rest o” the open 
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Uues. Yost consisted o” instr“ctionau man“ausl and when she uoofed at 
theml she saw they had been made by the same woman who reminded 
her o” zaSeu.

’–eargl yo“ can access the entire ship ”rom this controu paneulH the 
woman said. ’This is how we wiuu maintain the ship. 3hen we bring 
“p this ”“nctionl we can see that there has been damage to the inner 
h“uu on the bridge and in these areas herel here and here. 3e have 
auready seaued these roomsl b“t we have to monitor the h“uu integrity 
”or ”“rther stress ”ract“res.H

Tri sh“t down the Uue as the woman waufed thro“gh the stages to 
checfl repair and seau o7 di7erent sections o” the ship.

Tri sorted thro“gh the Uues uabeuued Dearg. Yore images o” the 
woman auong with records o” weightl ”oodl gravityl and heat. Bict“res 
o” the uittue white beanl eAcept now Tri co“ud see that it wasnkt a bean. 
It had tiny hands and ”eet and was covered in R“7y white hair with 
brown spots over its body.

3hat was itO Tri ”eut M“easy uoofing at it.
…Dearg’s weight programk showed the woman repeateduy picfing “p 

and setting down the heavy ship parts whiue diagrams o” movements 
and eM“ations ”or the right gravity setting ”or optim“m bone den?
sity and m“scue growth scrouued thro“gh the associated in”ormation. 
jomething R“7y ua“nched itseu” at the womanl fnocfing her o“t o” 
view. Tri heard screaming and ca“ght a guimpse o” a ”ace with a bare 
patch o” pinf sfin stretched in a b“tterRy shape over its nose.

Tri sh“t down the Uues and t“cfed the consoue into her hip pocfet. 
jhekd seen eno“gh. Time to get bacf to Valarian. jhekd wasted eno“gh 
time on this ghost ship.

jhe waufed o“t o” the gravity b“bbue and moved towards the door 
o“t o” engineering. The screaming started againl and the so“nd o” 
buasters made her cro“ch behind one o” the dead enginesl her weapon 
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at the ready. Y“ts materiauised in ”ront o” her. Wuu womenl most o” 
them wearing the white s“its she had seen be”orel b“t some were 
dressed in bu“e. zau” o” the women cro“ched by the doorl their bacfs 
to herl watching as the hatch guowed white hot with buaster Ure ”rom 
the corridor on the other side. The rest o” the women ”“ssed over smauul 
hairy m“ts who screamed.

Tri sM“inted at the tiny m“ts. 3hy were they so smauuO 3hat was 
wrong with themO

zadnkt zaSeu said this was a wheuping shipO 3ere they p“psO jhekd 
never seen one be”ore.

jhe d“cfed uower behind the enginel a”raid that the women wo“ud 
see her. 3here had they been hidingO 

’Theykre thro“gh0H someone sho“ted.
’zoud yo“r gro“ndlH one o” the women in bu“e said.
The hatch shattered and ”euu into the chamber with a uo“d bang. 

The women started shooting into the corridor. 
’3e have to get the p“ps o“t o” herelH one o” the women in white 

said.
’Thereks nowhere ue”t to golH another said.
Yore power”“u Ure c“t thro“gh the Urst uine o” women at the door. 

The others ”euu bacfl cuoser to the p“psl and heud “p their weapons. Tri 
saw their hands shafing. xodies stepped thro“gh the stiuu guowing cir?
cue o” the hatch. Tauu bodies. jtrangeuy shaped bodies with short torsos 
and uong uimbs. xodies wearing space s“its and carrying weapons Tri 
co“ud onuy dream abo“t.

3ere they normsO Their proportions were auu wrong ”or m“ts. 3ere 
they some sort o” auienO

The women shot at the creat“res in the space s“itsl b“t their 
weapons didnkt seem to do any damage. The auiens raised their 
weapons and c“t thro“gh the women. Their buasters tore them uimb 
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”rom uimbl eApuoded their headsl sent their buood spuattering on the 
wauus.

jome o” the Ure cuipped two o” the engines and they spu“ttered and 
went darf.

Yore o” the bodies stepped thro“gh the hatchl cro“ching to cuear 
the opening. The women in the white s“its threw themseuves in ”ront 
o” the p“ps. Tri co“ud hear some pueading. 4thers screamed c“rses. 
4ne woman picfed “p a weapon ”rom the severed hand o” her com?
rade and started Uring.

The space s“its raised their buasters and destroyed the women. They 
chopped them into uittue pieces and their buood pooued on the dis?
membered bodies o” the p“ps they had tried to protect.

Triks heartbeat po“nded in her ears. zer own weapon shoof within 
her grasp. 

The space s“its waufed towards her. jhe co“ud smeuu the tang o” 
buood in the airl the acrid b“rn o” mouten metaul even tho“gh her s“it 
stiuu had ”“uu integrity and she breathed recycued air.

jhe uoofed aro“nd ”or a way to escape. jhe ca“ght sight o” the 
woman who reminded her o” zaSeu hiding behind the neAt engine. 
jhe cradued something to her chest. Tri was s“re that their eyes metl 
and the woman t“rned to suip away.

’zaSeu was rightl this ship is ha“ntedlH Tri tho“ght. ’-an ghosts 
fiuu meO 3hat wiuu happen to zaSeu and Lbony i” I donkt ret“rn and 
they try to Und meO 3iuu the c“rse get them tooOH

The image o” the woman shimmered and grew so”t at the edges. 
jomething stepped o“t ”rom it. jmauul at ueast hau” the siSe o” Tril and 
nafedl it was covered in white R“7 apart ”rom the tangue o” brown 
spro“ting ”rom its head and the b“tterRy shaped patch o” pinf sfin 
spread across its nose.

’2“nlH Tri sho“ted.
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The R“7y thing raised its tiny hands. It heud one o” the buasters ”rom 
the space s“its. Tri wondered how it co“ud ui”t the weaponl even in the 
uow gravity. The image o” the woman and the carnage ”aded away and 
Tri reauised that they hadnkt been ghosts at auul b“t houogram video 
puaybacf.

The R“7y thing and its giant weapon remained.
’Y“rdererlH the R“7y thing said. Tri heard the h“m o” the weapon 

arming. jhe dropped her weapon and heud “p her hands.
’I havenkt fiuued anyone. I mean yo“ no harm.H
’No“ fiuued them auulH the thing said. ’Dow yo“kve come bacf ”or 

me.H
Tri reauised that this p“p m“st thinf she was one o” the space s“its 

who had fiuued the others. I“icfuy she “nhitched her heumet and toof 
it o7. jhe shoof o“t her uong puait o” buacf hair. The so”t down on her 
”ace was puastered with sweat.

’Ikm not one o” those thingslH Tri said. ’I donkt fnow who or what 
they were. Ikm a space m“tl E“st uife yo“.H

The R“7y thing uowered her weapon andl to Triks s“rprisel ran to 
her and threw her arms aro“nd her.

Tri “sed the remote consoue to mafe video contact with the Valerian. 
Deither Lbony nor zaSeu uoofed pueased to see the m“t.

’3hatks that uittue beanOH Lbony said. jhe sneeSed.
’Yy name is –earglH the p“p saidl cuimbing into Triks uap and 

tafing houd o” the consoue.
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’No“kre not a p“p. No“kre a bean. Wnd whatks wrong with yo“r 
noseOH Lbony said.

’This is badl very badlH zaSeu said.
Tri ui”ted the p“p o7 her fnee and set her down on the gro“ndl 

regaining controu o” the consoue.
’Thereks nothing euse on board. 3hatever vau“abues that were have 

been cons“med byJH 
’–earglH the p“p said.
’xeans herelH Tri said. The p“p scowued.
’W uone p“p managed to s“rvive auu this time on her own in a 

wheuping shipOH Lbony said. Tri heard respect in her voice.
’There are s“ppuies here to feep her going ”or another co“pue o” 

years i” she contin“es to “se them wiseuylH Tri said.
’3e cankt ueave her therelH Lbony said. ’Poof at her. jheks auready 

mauno“rished.H
’jheks c“rsedlH zaSeu said. zer uips twitchedl showing her dispuea?

s“re.
’3e donkt have any room on the Valerian ”or anotherl’ Tri said. 

’3ekre over crowded as it is.H
zaSeu growued and stormed o“t o” view.
’3e donkt have to feep herlH Lbony said. ’K“st bring her with “s 

“ntiu we Und a port or settuement where she can stay. Five her a chance. 
Ikm not any happier abo“t this than yo“ arel Tri.H

Tri sighed. ’Wuu right. Ikuu get something ”or her to wear and wekuu be 
bacf shortuy.H

’Foodl I want to get o“t o” this area as soon aslH Lbony said.
The consoue went darf in Triks hands. jhe t“cfed it bacf into her 

hip pocfet and uoofed at the p“p who sat staring at her intentuy.
’Wuu rightl xeansl uoofs uife yo“kre coming with “slH she said.
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The p“p E“mped to her ”eet. ’Freat. Pet me pacf my weapons and 
then Ikm ready to go.H
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